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President today that following on the good
work his country and others have done in
the six-party talks on North Korea, New Zea-
land is prepared to offer support for the en-
ergy package as part of the initial actions
agreement that came out of the last session
of the six-party talks. We've been involved
with the Korean issue before, support of the
KEDO fund. So we're prepared to be in and
support denuclearization of the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

We're also participating with the U.S. on
another project under the G-8 global part-
nership for eliminating the weapons of mass
destruction still floating around the ex-Soviet
countries. And we’ll be involved in another
partnership with the U.S. on the Ukranian
border, which involves training officials and
detecting material which might be crossing
borders.

I've talked about the importance to us of
the U.S. presence in the Asia Pacific. We co-
operate a lot on the Asia Pacific, a lot of com-
mon objectives, work well in APEC together.
I particularly welcomed the President’s sup-
port for developing up the concept of a free
trade area of the Asia Pacific, which we have
to look at again at the Sydney APEC summit.

Also appreciative of the fact that the U.S.
is focusing on the problems of the South Pa-
cific. We've had close coordination on the
aftermath of the coup in Fiji, on the issues
in the Solomon Islands, on Tonga, where the
State Department is shortly to send another
envoy to look at the situation there. Quite
a considerable Tonga population in the U.S.,
as well as in New Zealand.

And of course, Timor, which has many of
the characteristics of a South Pacific country,
we're very active in as well; just sent a new
helicopter contingent up there to support the
peace effort.

So all in all, we've run through those
issues. I've indicated that New Zealand is
very supportive of fast-track authority being
extended because the Doha round needs that
extension. And if at some point in the future
the U.S. is in a position to consider negoti-
ating with more countries on FTA, New Zea-
land is there. And we think we present very,
very few problems for the U.S.

So had the opportunity to run over a lot
of issues, and a very, very good relationship,
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and thank the President for the invitation to
be here today.

President Bush. Thank you, Madam
Prime Minister. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 8115—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 2007

March 21, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The United States and Greece share a long
friendship built on common values and an
abiding love for freedom. On Greek Inde-
pendence Day, we underscore the warm ties
between our countries, recognize the Greek
Americans who enrich our society, and com-
memorate the anniversary of modern
Greece.

The ancient Greeks entrusted their citi-
zens with the right to govern, and they be-
lieved in the power of freedom to protect
human dignity and basic human rights. Many
of America’s Founding Fathers studied
Greek history and took inspiration from these
democratic ideals as they framed our Con-
stitution. The founders of modern Greece
had the strong support of our own young de-
mocracy when they declared their independ-
ence in 1821, and our nations have stood as
allies in the major conflicts of the 20th cen-
tury. Today, we continue to defend freedom
together in the global war on terror, as Greek
and American Armed Forces work to lay the
foundation of peace for generations to come.

On Greek Independence Day, and
throughout the year, we celebrate the uni-
versality of freedom and the enduring bonds
between Greece and the United States.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2007,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
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of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:25 a.m., March 22, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 23.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Leaders of Provincial Reconstruction
Teams in Iraq

March 22, 2007

I just had a remarkable visit with some re-
markable citizens. I want to thank them—
Secretary Rice and Secretary England and
other members of my administration—for
being here to listen to State Department
folks, USAID folks, and military folks talk
about why they volunteered to go help Iraq
succeed.

We have a remarkable country, and we
have people from different walks of life, dif-
ferent levels of experience make the decision
to serve America by helping a young democ-
racy survive. They understand what I under-
stand, and that is, success in Iraq is important
for the security of the United States. And
my first mission was to thank them and their
families. The country owes you a debt of grat-
itude.

And the Congress owes you the money you
need to do the job, without any strings at-
tached. In the recent—in the bill that’s now
being debated, there is money to help you
do your jobs, in that bill. And Congress needs
to get that bill out as quickly as possible,
without a lot of extra spending and without
alot of strings to it.

There is money in that bill to make sure
our military is funded. And I believe it’s im-
portant for our commanders on the ground
to have the flexibility necessary to make deci-
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sions to succeed. We don’t want you to go
into Iraq and then have unnecessary strings
placed upon the money so you can’t do your
job. Congress needs to get their business
done quickly, get the monies we requested
funded, and let our folks on the ground do
the job.

Secondly, Secretary Rice is headed to the
Middle East. Peace in the Middle East is a
priority for this administration. She’s going
to continue our efforts to involve all parties—
the Palestinians, the Israelis, Arabs—to work
for a solution that will lead to peace, and
that is a Palestinian state living side by side
with Israel in peace and security.

I have been on the phone to some of my
counterparts in the Middle East, reminding
them that I have a strong commitment to
this vision, as does the Secretary. This will
be hard work. It’s not easy to get all parties
headed in the right direction, but it'’s nec-
essary work for this country. And it’s nec-
essary for our Secretary of State, with my
strong approval, to be moving the process
forward. And that’s what she’ll be doing.

Madam Secretary, I wish you all the best
on your trip, and I thank you very much for
your service.

In the meantime, thank you all. Please give
your families all the thanks in the world.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in Room
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building.

Remarks on House of
Representatives Passage of
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations

March 23, 2007

Today I'm joined here at the White House
by veterans, family members of people serv-
ing in combat, family members of those who
have sacrificed. I am honored that they have
joined me here today.

Here in Washington, members of both
parties recognize that our most solemn re-
sponsibility is to support our troops in the
war on terror. Yet today a narrow majority
in the House of Representatives abdicated
its responsibility by passing a war spending



